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[11.] 

Addressed: to 

The honorable Mr Laurens 

President of Congress 
at 
York town 



in Camp the 2 nd day of the year 1777 1 
I am undone, my dear Sir, our cloathes, the fair object of 
my Most charming hopes, they are, I am told, detained 
in york town and confined in a dark jail— consider, if 
you please, that they are innocent strangers, travelling ■ 
thro' this state, and very desirous of meeting the Virgin- 
ian regiments, they belong to— if they are detained only 
for erecting the most respectable rights of hospitality 
receive here my thanks in the name of Virginia— but if 
it is possible, I do not want they should be entertained 
longer, and I wish very heartily they schould appear soon 
upon the nacked backs of our honest Virginians soldiers 

] 1778. 
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for whom they have been destinated, pay'd, and sent to 
the army by the way of york town where they have been 
so kindly received as I was told yesterday night, 
it has been objected to me by an officer of an other state, 
that Virginia was indebted for cloathes with the other 
provinces, and that Congress would avoid troubling her 
for the payment of them— but, sir, rags had been given 
to us, and rags are upon our backs since the beginning, 
which we schall deliver very heartily when asked for— 
it is just in case our Virginia schould be indebted that 
she would press in his own bosom the due quantity of 
scattered and worn uniforme cloathes she has received, 
(if however the other provinces have furnished a greater 
proportion, in distinguishing provincial and continental 
cloathes) but in the same time it would be unfair to de- 
prive us of those uniforms which are our property, and 
schall be I hope our safety, happiness, and pride in the 
next campaign. 

I Am told that my division will be about five thousand 
strong— reduce it to four and five hundred for reasons ob- 
vious—I was in hopes that those men would be drest in a 
convenient, uniform, and comfortable manner, and now I 
begin to give up those flattering ideas— if I could receive 
at once clothes for the whole, then I should not trouble 
any body about the matter, till the end of this war, if 
this war is to be carried on in a vigorous manner, which 
do not so much depend on the Warlike resolvedss than 
the Civil exertions of Congress— I send you (for you) the 
manner in which I desire my men could be drest, not 
however as a scheme-maker, but because that plan' seems 
agree with the views of his excellency. 
We are at the beginning of the year— I desire you could 
have hundred happy ones before you— to see your good 
intentions accomplished, to see peace, union, love and 
glory attend all the right enterprises of this for ever free 
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continent, to see all my american friends beloved and 
respected in it, to see you, sir, who is among the most 
intimate and dearest I ever had any where alwai's happy 
and satisfied as well in your family as in public businesses 
because you schall never have any satisfaction but in the 
good and the right are the most ardent wishes of 
Dear Sir 

Your most obedient servant 
the Mquis de Lafayette 
I desire you would be so good as to speak about 
those cloathes to the Virginian gentlemen in Congress. 

[The Enclosure.] 

at Camp the 28 december 1777 
Some of the general officers gave yesterday theyr opinion 
to your excellency for the form of our niew cloathes,— 
I beg leave to set plain here my ideas about this point— 
in considering our scarcity I try to make them as com- 
fortable as possible. 

1 st . the hat must be round and turn'd up in one side, the 
bream of about three inches,— such an hat would be very 
good against the sun and the rain— we have not niew 
hats enough to turn them up in any other uniform man- 
ner, and those little hats would look very cleverly— it 
will be perhaps possible to adorn them with a little 
feather. 

2* 1 the stock must be black made with hair, leather, or 
some slight black stoff with a leather in the inside to keep 
it firm around the neck. 

3 d each soldier must have three and never less than two 
good shirts— otherwise it is impossible to have him clean 
—if we can't get shirts we must press them in the seve- 
ral states 

4 th theyr hair must be cut short no lower than the begin- 
ning of the stock and wash'd every day 
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5 th the blanckets must have one or two buttons to sur- 
round the breast and be a kind of great coat 

6 th the coat must be only a wa'ist coat (at the f rench 
military fashion) with large lapels, which are turned back 
in a fair weather, and buttonn'd upon the breast against 
the cold, rain &c— a standind collar of one inch and a 
half, the sleeves of three inches and half— I wish'd if 
possible that the ground would be uniforme the lappels 
to distinguish the states, and the collar and sleeves to 
distinguish the regiments those waist coats are to have 
lanings of the same color as the lappels if possible— some 
gentlemen in the army have the dimensions of those 
waist coats. 

7" they men should have a little jacquet without belt 
neither pocquet and a pair of over alls under which they 
could have stockings and breaches if they can get some, 
otherwise they'l do without— the jacquet and over all to 
be of woollen— this is for the winter for in summer time 
they will have linen over alls and jacquets under the 
wa'ist coat without breaches neither stockings, even when 
they could get them* 

8" the schoes to be made with a great care and pretty 
easy— the skinss of all the beefs killed in the army or in 
publick departments schould be employed to it— if we 
could have little half boots not heavy but as a kind of 
little half gaitter it would do much better— this to be 
alwais without stockings, and the inside of the schoe 
greased every day— those half gaitters would save the 
bocles for the shoes. 

9" the men should comb theyr hair every day after wash- 
ing it, cut theyr beard twice a week and alwais when they 
are upon parade for guards, and take baths when they 
will have opportunity to it 

*the little jacquet in the over alls with two buttons to keep it 
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1° the men should pass every day (principally those who 
are upon duty) a review of cleaneness to know if they 
are not dirty and drest in an unbecoming manner— the 
commanding officer of each compagny schould muster 
twice a week the cloathes of theyr men, and theyr bags 
to know both if they have the due cloathes, soap, grease 
&c. and if they have nothing more— in the first case that 
the loss should be repaired at theyr expense and them- 
selves punished, in the second it must be confiscated for 
the publick. 

11" the non commissioned officers are to be distin- 
guished, therefore I give to the sergeants two pieces of 
stoff of a different color arround theyr arms close by the 
sleeves and one to the corporals 

12" I wish'd too that the officers and each rank among 
them could be distinguished by theyr epaulets, or any 
other manner, and the general officers to take care that 
all the officers should preserve such distinctions— it would 
prevent the mistakes which happen every day in the 
army, and oblige the soldiers to pay due respect to theyr 
officers— they should be ordered to put theyr hands to 
theyr hats (without pulling them of) when they cross an 
officer, to present theyr arms, when upon centry, to the 
general officers field officers of theyr own regt and officers 
of the day, and to shoulder theyr arms for the others 
13" as I include the cartridge boxes among the cloaths I 
wish that some proper means should be taken for getting 
better ones. 

14" the field officer commanding a regiment is to review 
his regiment every week, look very attentively the arms, 
cloathes, bags &c &c, know the employment of every 
piece which is not to be found, inquire if it has been re- 
paired at the expense of the soldier, and punish every 
officer or soldier who is guilty of neglect on that point — 
the same thing to be done by the brigadier twice a month, 
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and by the commandant of a division when he pleases to 
arrive in a moment where he will be unexpected. 
15 the review of eleaness to be alwai's attended by the 
commissioned officer every day 

16 such are the ideas which I submit to your excel- 
lency — I know that the circumstances should admit some 
variations, but in taking a way the ornaments of my 
scheeme, I think that it offers the most comfortable and 
easy manner of cloathing our troops 

the Mquis de Lafayette. M. g, 
if we could get materials enough it would be possible to 
have a large belt out of the jacquet and independant of 
it, which could be tide upon the belly, the bags must be 
strong and held by the two shoulders in crossing upon 
the breast. 

Endorsed: Marquis de lafayette 
2 Jan v . 1778- 

[12.] 

Addressed: to 

The honorable Mr Laurens 
President of Congress 
at 
York town 



Dear Sir 

Alwai's new letters from me; but the matter I will 
mention is too interesting, and I am too sensible of the 
confidence I am intrusted with in this occasion to differ 
a single instant more. 

a f rench gentleman mestre de camp in second (as we 
call it) in the regiment of chartres [?] dragoons whose 
name is much known to me tho' I never saw himself. Mr 
de La tored dupin de montauban is possessed with the de- 
sire of taking his part in our noble cause— his propositions 
are as moderate as disinterested, and tho' I do not know 
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him he honoured me with his confidence, and desired me 
to lay his intentions before Congress— he is so polite as 
to wish to make the next campaign with me, and I schall 
acknowledge his politeness and good opinion by the 
strictest attendance to his business — I am alwai's happy 
to see my countrymen worthy of the name of french 
they are honoured with, and I am noless satisfied to see 
them coming here without any interested neither too 
ambitious intentions. 

that gentleman proposes to come over with ten good 
experienced officers, and one among them has made 
the last war in ameriea— twenty four soldiers who 
will be the non commissioned officers of his corps— 
this corps to be raised among the british or hessian de- 
serters, among the american themselves, till the number 
of two hundred men— in case it would be impossible to 
raise them in the continent he schould endeavour to ob- 
tain leave for recruiting in or about f ranee — he will bring 
with him arms, cloathes, shoes &c &c. for his troop and 
this at his expense— he does not ask any appointments 
to congress for himself but only for his officers and sol- 
diers and I am to know at what rate they will be pay'd, 
which commissions they will get — there will be also three 
field pieces with a quantity of powder, and two sergeants 
of artillery with four soldiers to serve them — he intends 
to join to the whole a surgeon a taylor, a shoe maker &e. 
in all ameriea will have a corps of two hundred men with 
proper officers non commissioned officers and every thing 
to enable that corps to be useful and well attended to. 
such are the propositions which he made to me, and I do 
not see any thing there but very moderate and advan- 
tageous to the cause; be so good, sir, as to answer as soon 
as possible upon that article, because I'l My letter to 
gnl Knox for boston, and I schall inclose to that officer 
the exact words of your letter, and whatever Congress 
will approve or resolve upon the matter. 
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With the most tenderest affection I have the honor to be 
Dear Sir 

Your most obedient servant 

the mquis de Lafayette 
don't forget our good cloathes for the sake of our naked 
shoulders 

Endorsed: Marquis de la f ayette 
no date Rec 1 ' 12 Jan J 
1778 
Answ' 1 .— 

[13.] 

Addressed: to 

The honorable henry Laurens president 
of Congress 

York town 



Camp the 15 January 1778 
Dear Sir 

The bearer of this letter is a f rench officer who 
came over with a warm desire of being received in the 
american army — he brought with him many recom- 
mendations for me, and a firm confidence that I schould 
obtain some empoloiement for him from Congress — I 
wish'd that idea could be a little lessened in the minds 
of my country men, who send me gentlemen with that 
very sentence; I hope you will not refuse to have a com- 
mission from the united states for M. such a one — how- 
ever I wrote to my friends not to presume in that bold 
manner of my powerfull protection— otherwise they 
could have the desagreement of seeing the bearer of theyr 
letters going back with a negative answer not from me 
but from Congress— however I wish'd it could not be the 
case for this gentleman— I am told that he is of a very 
good family, a sensible, brave, honest young man and 
worthy of every regard— my desire would be to see him 
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obtain a commission which I leave to your own choice 
(he was lieutenant in france, and has been three years 
before volunteer in one other regiment which rank of vol- 
unteer is highly considered by every rank of frenchmen) 
I could annex him without any command to some rgt in 
my division— he has with him a letter from doctor frank- 
lin to Mr peters which I beg you would read because I 
do'nt know the contains of it — it would be desagreable 
if that poor young man was refused after coming with 
a plain confidence in my recommendation and this letter 
of the doctor — he is himself a very good gentilhomme of 
a province in which lies a part of my estates— I do'nt 
believe he is by any means a rich man — great many of 
our f rench gentils hommes have nothing but theyr swords, 
but the know how to make a noble use of it according to 
the vitous and glorious example of theyr ancestors, 
with the greatest affection I have the honor to be 

dear sir Your most obedient servant 
the mquis de Lafayette 
I desired M le chevalier de mauduit du plessis 
to take along that gentleman with him, and tell you 
what he has seen of his recommendations 
Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 

15 Jan> 1778 Rec" 20 th - 

Mon 1 '. Duplaise's. 

[14.] 
Addressed: to 

The honorable henry Laurens 
President of Congress 
At York town 



Camp the fifteenth January 1778 
Dear Sir 

it is with the greatest pleasure that I see the cheva- 
lier de mauduit du plessis, going to Congress with a re- 
commandation suitable to his merit — that gentleman is 
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distinguished by all what can make a man worthy of an 
universal esteem and affection— his military learning, 
and strict attendance to his duty, his knowledge of the 
world through which he has amasingly travelled for his 
age, his unbounded and alwai's ready courage, the good- 
ness of his heart, modesty of his temper, and elevation 
of his mind, intitle him to be called on every point a fine 
young man— so I love to see french-men — such he is, 
give me leave to say, the true f rench character —there 
is no stranger in america who has showed a more disin- 
terested love for the cause, and given more repeated and 
essential services — I am not in any doubt of his having 
the same commission and the same date to it as Colonel 
Henry, according to the general's desire, this of the 
army, and I may add my very earnest one — he was with 
me in the jersays (where I have been lately confirmed 
by a deserter that our parcel of three hundred men had 
the honor of fighting with his lordship's own person at 
the head of the two hessian and british detachments) 
and as I had desired him to take a small little party to 
come near the ennemy, he attacked them with his usual 
boldness— the chevalier's conduct in that occasion is 
really to be mentioned in the list of his other military 
actions. 

do not loose any time, my dear sir, to send down that ever 
expected committee, which stops the course of every 
thing till they will have settled Many important matters — 
I expect my much beloved Virginian cloathes with the 
greatest impatience, and they will be a very delightfull 
sight for me — did you hear if our recruiting and draft- 
ing department was carried on with a great vigour ? let us 
try to be able to keep the field before the ennemy will think 
of leaving the philadelphian girls, or be cured of the cruel 
cupid's wounds— god bless you, my dear sir, and our 
noble cause, with such blessings, and good cloathes, good 
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discipline, good bayonnets, we schall disappoint all the 
barbarous projects of tyranny— with the greatest affec- 
tion, and highest regard I have the honor to be 

dear sir Your most obedient servant 
the mquis de Lafayette 
You remember that the the chevalier was one of the 
two glorious, heroic young men who attacked the stone 
house in germain town 
Endorsed: Marquis de lafayette 
16 th Rec d . 19 Jan- V 1778 

[15.] 
Dear Sir 

I have received two letters from you by Colonel 
du plessis, and one by the young gentleman whom I had 
directed to you some days ago — in those favors you men- 
tion to me a particular point upon which Mr du plessis 
gave me in your name a more extended explanation— I 
wish'd, my dear sir, to be able to express you in better 
and stronger terms how flattered and honour'd I find 
myself by that precious mark of confidence from the 
Congress of the united States— I am young, I am there- 
fore unexperienced, but every mean in my power, every 
knowledge in the military way I can have got since the 
first days of my life, every thing nature could have 
granted to me, all my exertions, and the last drop of my 
blood, schall be employed in showing my acknowledge- 
ment for such a favor and how I wish to deserve it— I 
schould never think of asking any command, but I be- 
lieve it is of my duty as well as of my gratefulness and 
my own satisfaction not to decline a so honorable mark 
of confidence— if by every exertion in my power, if 
principally by the advices of my officers, and spirited 
bravery of my troops, I am happy enough as to meet 
with some good luck, then, sir, my greatest satisfaction 
schall be to serve the noble cause of liberty, and in the 
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same time not to be useless to the succe's and future 
glory of our respectable friend — for I dare hope, that 
Congress will permit me to look upon myself only as a 
detachment of general Washington's army, and an officer 
under his immediate command — there is, sir, a very par- 
ticular instance about my going to engage the english to 
leave the country called some time ago the niewfrance. 
it is that one of my ancestors marshal of france under 
the french king Charles seventh, the Marshal de La- 
fayette at the head of the army, and an immense number 
of volunteers, was happy enough as to drove the english 
from old france which they had invaded, after having 
defeated them in a large battle and killed the duke de 
clarence the English king's brother with his own hand. 
You will be surprised to hear that I have not received 
any intelligence about that Appointment from any mem- 
ber of Congress or of the board war but from the presi- 
dent of Congress— perhaps a man who is not unknown 
to you has contrived some base scheme to stop the expe- 
dition of it— I am told by the baron de Kalb who has 
received a letter from a gentleman in york-town, that 
the same man is appointed to be under me in the com- 
mand I am interested with— the baron is very angry 
against him on account of his publishing every where 
that almost all the french officers are disatisfied with the 
american service and gnl Washington, and that he him- 
self baron deKalb without speaking a word of it is put by 
gnl connway at the head of the list — I desire you would 
receive soon this letter to know which is my way of 
thinking about those matters. 

Amongs All the men who could be sent under me Mr 
Connway is the most disagreable to me and the most 
prejudiciable to the cause— I Confess you that love and 
friendship have alwai's been my duties— this last senti- 
ment I feel to the most perfect degree for general wash- 
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ington— how can I support the society of a man who has 
spocken of my friend in the most insolent and abusive 
terms, who has done, and does every day all his power 
to ruin him, who tries to extend the fire in every part of 
the army and the country— on the other hand I am very 
certain that every one who can find one single reason of 
refusing due respect and love to gnl Washington will find 
thousand ones of hating me to death— such sentiments 
would be attended with horrid circumstances and I do 
assure you that if any officer schould do in my army 
what he has done in this, he would be confined imme- 
diately, and cashiered by a courtmartial. I know that 
connway will sacrify honor, truth, and every thing re- 
spectable to his own ambition and desire of making a 
fortune — what engages me to despise him more is that 
he is with me as submitt, as complaisant; and low than 
he is insolent with those he do'nt fear. 
I want, sir, to have with me men who hearty for the 
cause, respected by theyr virtue, candid in theyr advices, 
ponctual in the execution of our projects, quiete by theyr 
temper and moderate in theyr discourses, as well as theyr 
actions, could engage the confidence of the people, give 
good examples to the officers, help the young commander 
in chief both by wise and sincere advices, and by true 
exertions for the common cause, who in case I was killed 
could take immediately my place, till farther orders, and 
be depended upon by Congress in all cases, even when 
stronger inductions, and hopes of fortune at home could 
engage them to make a bad use of the confidence of 
Congress and this of the Canadians, 
you have among you a man of real virtue, a man who 
loves truly his country the brave and prudent mgdougall 
—this is a man entirely convenient to me— the coldeness 
of his age will calm the ardor of my twenty years — I 
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came with the baron de Kalb in this country, 2 he is wise, 
he is a good officer, he is not over-powered by the clam- 
ours of an unbounded ambition— I am sure both will be 
glad to come with me— one reason more to desire gnl 
mgdougall is that being amongs Canadians I schall be 
obliged to francise myself, and speak much about the 
french blood to gain theyr hearts — I wish'd to have with 
me a man of a great judgement, and ardent lover of his 
country to prevent the ideas of diffidence which are un- 
happily so frequent among a free people. 
I fancy that great many french officers, and even french 
soldiers scaterred in the army will be given to me to 
establish the confidence of our fourteenth state — I hope 
that some other means of succeeding in supplies artillery 
&c. will be granted to your much too young deputie in 
Canada— I expect with a great impatience the appoint- 
ment and other orders in order to know what I am to do 
— I schall not loose a minute to execute every thing I'l 
be directed to— I do not believe that any large number 
of troops could be taken out from our present army 
without great inconvenience— if some are selected Col- 
onel smith's and Jackson's niew regiments from new 
england, who do'nt belong to any body and above all 
Colonel hazen with his Canadians companys are I believe 
to fill up the list. 

2 "A Number of Volunteers and French Officers, who have three 
Years Leave to serve in America, are just arrived here, landed from 
a Snow that left Bourdeaux the 26th of March last; Amongst them 
are, the Marquis de Moncalm, and the Marquis de Fayette, the last 
said to be Son-in-Law to the Duke d'Agnen. " — The Gazette of the 
State of South-Carolina, Monday, June 16, 1777. 

' ' There was a mistake in the Account inserted in our last, of Officers 
landed from a French Snow, to enter into the Continental Service: 
The Marquis De Montcalm is not among them; but there are, the Mar- 
quis De La Fayette, Baron de Kalb, and the Viscount De Mauroig all 
Major-Generals, an Engineer, and eleven other Officers of inferior 
rank."— Ibid, Monday, June 23, 1777. 
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L' Colonel du plessis is, I believe the best man to com- 
mand the artillery in the world — tho' he is young he is 
a gentleman of superior habilities, high virtue, and most 
respectable and noble sentiments— I schall be highly 
pleased if he is given to me in that appointment, and 
that will be a way of taking along with me the french 
officers de fortune as it is the intention of Congress, you 
can speak freely about my business to Col du plessis 
as soon as I will receive the appointment of Congress, I 
schall direct to you a letter of thanks which you'l be 
pleased to read in the house— I'l beg you to keep secrete 
the injurious personnalities which are in the present, but 
If there are some things you think proper to communi- 
cate I give you my full liberty for it, and I am certain 
you will attend my interests as a true friend, 
with the sentiments of a warmer lover of your country 
than I have ever been, with the greatest gratefulness of 
the confidence of congress, and the most tender affection 
for his respectable president I have the honor to be 
dear sir Your mOst obedient servant 

the M is de Fafayette 
When I had just finished M. Moriss came into head quar- 
ters and as I did know that he was a friend of ours I 
have communicated to him almost all my letter— he will 
wrai't to You— I have been very happy to hear that he 
was of the same opinion as myself for gnl Mg. douggal 
Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 

supposed to have been 

written 26 th . Rec 11 . 27 Jan v . 
1778— 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.'] 



